CHAPTER XIII

SOME PERSONAL ASPECTS

"But thou art greater than thy achievement", so sang the
poet Rabindranath of Emperor Shah Jehan and of the
imperishable monument that he had built, the Taj Mahal.
History records the deeds of great men, or to be more
precise, it records the progress of human society to which
the deeds and achievements of great men make their con-
tribution. The men behind the achievements are often
forgotten; and yet from the human point of view, as the
Poet has said, a man counts far more than his achievements.
The work and achievement of a man is as much the result
of the circumstances in which he lives, often accidental, as
of his own personality. The object of all human endeavour,
however, is man himself. The development of human
personality is, therefore, of supreme importance, and the
personality of a great man, representing as it does a higher
stage o! development than that attained by most others of
his time, is of greater significance than his achievements.
Such a personality not only marks a stage of development,
however partial, in this ultimate objective of all human
endeavour, but by his own example and conduct contributes
to the further development of human personality. A Buddha
or a Gandhi is great not merely because of what he achieved
in his life-time, but more so because he represented a high
stage in the development of human personality and by his
example helped in creating better men, both in his life-time
and in the future generations.

We have in the preceding chapters traced the life   of
Romesh Dutt, recounted his achievements and   described